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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-9. (cancelled) 

10. (previously presented) The intravaginal device of claim 40, wherein the distal tip 
of the guide rail is expandable to snugly fit within the patient's cervical canal. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The intravaginal device of claim 1 0, wherein the distal tip 
of the guide rail is split into bifurcated portions. 

12. (previously presented) The intravaginal device of claim 1 1 , wherein the 
bifurcated portions of the distal tip are curved. 

13. (previously presented) The intravaginal device of claim 12, wherein the curved 
bifurcated portions of the distal tip have different radii of curvature. 

14-39. (cancelled) 

40. (currently amended) An intravaginal tenaculum-iike device for adjusting the 
position of a female patient's uterine cervix to facilitate intravaginal delivery of a therapeutic or 
diagnostic instrument, comprising: 

a. an elongated guide rail which has a proximai portion with a proximal end 
configured to extend out of the patient during the procedure and to allow for the 
mounting of a medical instrument thereon and a distal portion with a distal tip 
configured for entry into the patient's cervical canal and which has a movable 
collar mounted thereon configured to intravaginaily guide a medical instrument 
over the guide rail to the patient's uterine cervix; 

b. a medical instrument movably mounted to the guide rail distal to the movable 
collar so as to be moved over the guide rail to the patient's uterine cervix by the 
collar; and 

c. a driving member coupled with the guide rail proximai to the movable collar for 
selectively advancing the movable collar toward the distal end of the guide rail; 
and 

«d, a tissue grasping assembly comprising 

L a first elongated member w kt€& ^»~ a -pfQx^ 
section with a distal e nd secured to a distal port i on of the guide rail 
pro ximal to th e d ic ta ! t ip o f t h e gu i de rail: and 

is. a second elongated member w W eh- i ^s - a-^^^ 
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s e ction with a tissue grasping element on the distal e nd and which is 

ptvotafly connected to the first elongated member at-a-pwot-point -thereon 

pfoxim a %-spa<^dfrQre4h e --d^ 

that4he4fssw- gre&pffl^ 

r^mb e r" - mov &&-s o -- as4Q -- grasp -- t l ^ 

prox i m al to th e d is t al e nd ■■ Qf-fe»^^4a4 l -^n4j»^m»^ld»^l^» ' 9ujde 
ra ii to which th o d i sta l o nd of th o fir s t otongatod mombor i s s e cured wh e n 
the distai tip of th e guide rail is dispos e d with i n th e pati e nt's c e rvical canal 




41. (original) The device of claim 40, further comprising a securing element 
configured to maintain the tissue grasping element in contact with tissue when the distai end of 
the guide raii is disposed within said cervical canal. 

42. (original) The device of claim 40, wherein the tissue gasping element has a sharp 

point 

43. (previously presented) The device of claim 40, wherein the guide rail is 
configured to receive a slidable coupling element attached to a medical device which is 
configured to be moved in a longitudinal direction along the guide rail by the collar to guide the 
medical device over the guide rail. 

44. (cancelled) 

45. (currently amended) The device of claim 40, wherein the guide rail has threads 
on an exterior portion thereof at a location proximal to where the distal end of the first elongated 
member is secured to the guide raii and the co ll ar driving member has internal threads 
configured to operatively engage with the exterior threads and rotation of the eefe driving 
member around a longitudinal axis of the guide rail is effective to provide longitudinal movement 
of the collar along the guide rail. 

46. (currently amended) An intravaginal device for delivery of a medical instrument 
to a female patient's uterine cervix, related tissue or near-by anatomical structure, comprising: 

a. an elongated guide m ea n -s rail which has a distal portion with a distal tip, which 
has a proximal portion with a free proximal end, which has a movable collar 
including a non-threaded internal lumen that enables the collar to slide freely over 
the outer surface of the guide raii along a longitudinal axis thereof and which is 

3 



Docket No. ETH5286USCiP1 
(PATENT) 

configured to receive a medical instrument distal to the collar , the collar being 
configured -to- guide for guiding the medical instrument to-lhe-patiefi-t-'s-uleFine 

<3 e fVfx- r -f € 4a*e44k^6--o^^^ toward, ,fhe cf|sta| iR ll ,,of,the 

gujde.rail: and 

b. a tissue grasping meaws assembly secured to the distal portion of the guide 
m ea ns raii distal to the collar and configured to grasp the patient's uterine cervix, 
related tissue or near-by anatomical structure at a location proximal to the distal 
tip of the guide m e ans rail to facilitate delivery of the medical instrument over the 
guide rail to the patient s uterine cervix. 

47-49. (cancelled) 

50. (currently amended) The intravagina! device of claim 46, wherein the distal tip of 
the guide means rail is expandable to snugly fit within the patient's cervical canal, 

51 . (currently amended) The intravaginal device of claim 50\ wherein the expandable 
distal tip of the guide means raj! is split into bifurcated portions. 

52. (currently amended) The intravaginal device of claim 51 , wherein the bifurcated 
portions of the guide m e an s rail are curved. 

53. (currently amended) The intravaginal device of claim 52, wherein the curved 
bifurcated portions of the guide means rail have different radii of curvature. 

54. (currently amended) An intravaginal device for delivery of a medical instrument to 
a female patient's uterine cervix, related tissue or near-by anatomical structure, comprising; 

a. an elongated guide rail which has a distal portion with a distal tip, which has a 
proximal portion with a free proximal end, which has a movable collar mounted 
on the guide rail, which is configured to receive a medical instrument distal to the 
movable collar, the collar having a non-threaded infernal lumen adapted to slide 
freely over a threaded portion of the guide rail and being configured to guide the 
distally received medical instrument to the patient's uterine cervix, related tissue 
or near-by anatomical structure; and 

b, a tissue grasping member secured to the distal portion of the guide rail distal to 
the coliar which is configured to grasp the patient's uterine cervix, related tissue 
or near-by anatomical structure at a location proximal to the distal tip of the guide 
rail to facilitate delivery of the medical instrument over the guide rail to the 
patient's uterine cervix. 
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55. (previously presented) The intravagina! device of claim 54, wherein the distal tip 
of the guide rati is expandable to snugiy fit within the patient's cervical canal. 

56. (previously presented) The intravagina! device of claim 55, wherein the 
expandable distal tip of the guide means is split into bifurcated portions. 

57. (previously presented) The intravagina! device of claim 56, wherein the bifurcated 
portions of the guide rail are curved, 

58. (previously presented) The intravagina! device of claim 57, wherein the curved 
bifurcated portions of the guide rail have different radii of curvature. 

59. (new) The intravagina! device of claim 54, further comprising a driving member 
disposed between the collar and the proximal end of the guide rail for selectively urging the 
collar toward the distal end of the guide rail, the driving member having internal threads adapted 
to engage the threaded section of the guide rail. 

60. (new) An intravagina! tenaculum-iike device comprising; 

a guide rail having a proximal end, a distal end, and an outer surface extending between 
the proximal and dista! ends thereof, wherein the outer surface of the guide rail includes a 
threaded section; 

a collar coupled with the guide rail and being adapted for sliding over the outer surface 
of the guide rail between the proximal and distal ends thereof, the collar having a non-threaded 
internal lumen that is slidable over the threaded section of the guide rail; 

a driving member disposed between the collar and the proximal end of the guide rail for 
selectively urging the collar toward the dista! end of the guide rail, the driving member having 
interna! threads for engaging the threaded section of the guide rail; 

a tissue grasping assembly including a first elongated element connected with the outer 
surface of the guide rail between the collar and the distal end of the guide rail, and a second 
elongated element pivotally connected with the first elongated element and having a tissue 
grasping element at a distal end thereof. 

61. (new) The intravagina! device of ciaim 60, wherein the guide rail has a 
longitudinal axis and the driving member is rotatable about the longitudinal axis in a first 
direction for urging the collar toward the distal end of the guide rail. 

62. (new) The intravagina! device of claim 60, further comprising a medical 
instrument siidably mounted to the guide rail distal to the movable collar so as to be moved 
toward the dista! end of the guide rail by the collar. 
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63. (new) The intravaginal device of claim 62, wherein the medical instrument 
comprises a sSeeve engagabie with the outer surface of the guide rail for guiding advancement 
of the medical instrument aiong the longitudinal axis of the guide rail 

64. (new) The intravaginal device of claim 60, wherein a distai-most end of the guide 
raii is co-axiai with the longitudinal axis of the guide rail. 
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